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Id the U. S. Senate to day bills were passed
authorizing the purchase of the Freedman's
Bank building in Washington for $275,000 with
$5,000 for fitting it tip; authorizing a commission

to provide for enlarged accommodation for
the Congressional Library,and to make the 22d
of February a legal holiday io the District of
Colombia, to take effect after the next 22d.

The Silver bill was farther discussed by Mr.
McDonald and others.
TheHouse committee of the whole had under

consideration the West Point Academy appropriationbill. The presentation of Carpenter's
ideal picture of Linooln signing the emancipationproclamation took place at 2 p. m., a large
crowd being in atteodanoe.

Seoretary Sherman acknowledges that he
and Messrs. Stanley Matthews, J. A, Garfield,Eugine Hall and Harry Wbito did send
a letter of sympathy aod condolence to their
associate io the fraud by which Louisiana was

counted for Hayes, Mr. Anderson, who is now

io jail, aod says that he regards "the arrest,
trial and conviction of Anderson as a great outrage

under color of the forms of law." "I still
hope," ho says, "the conviction will not be
carried ioto execution, but if it 19. as a matter
of course, the deepest feeling of resentment
and hostility will exist in the minds of the great
mas? of our people, who believe that these ReturningBoard officers did but their simple
duty. If Anderson is imprisoned under this
sentence it will be a raookery of public justice
and wilt bring into contempt all efforts at peace
and conciliation. It is an unlooked for and
terrible oommentaiy upon tho efforts of the
President, to quiet the turbulence and violenoe
of Louisiaua polities, and seems to me an act
of folly and madness." Tho President has, it is
also reported, written a letter to Attorney Gen
oral Deveos on tho subject of General Anderson'scouviction, in which regret is expressed
that such proceedings should have taken plaoe,
as, apart from all other considerations, they
tend to disturb the conciliation whioh it was

hoped would be satisfactory to all parties in
Louisiana; that the prosecution was a violation
of the pledges mado last spring, and that "he
has now determined to use all the influence of
whioh ho is possessed to save Wells and Anders>n

from puoishmeot." Mr. Hayes is President,and will be until the expiration of
the term for wbioh he was inaugurated
.unless he shall be impeached and deposedfor offenoes to be committed hereafter.
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to do, retain Mr. Sherman as Secretary of the
Treasury; but, considering the meaos by wbioh
he acquired bis position, and the limited supportho has among his own party, it strikes us

that the less he has to do with the Louisiana
returning board and any of its members the
better it will be for him. Nobody expects Mr.
Sbermau or any of the "visiting statesmeu" to
bo pleased with the punishment of their
"pals," lor they know that the conviction of
Anderson was, and that that of Wells will be,
iost, and that, if justice were meted out to all
engaged in the fraud, they, as well as the LouisianiaDs,would now be behind grated windows,hut, whether truo or not, the public believesit is altogether different with him, and
that the only thing he had to do with the
fraud was to reap its fruit, and it would bo as

conducive to his own as to the interests of the
country at large to disturb that belief as little
as possible. Our owo idea about the trial of
the members if' tbo Louisiana returning
hoard is that it should never have been commenced,but, now that it has been, any attempt
to interfere with it mu9t not only fail, but resaltdisastrously to those who make it, and if
the President be the ill-advised one ho will
regret it to the day of his death.

Mr. Kellogg, upon whoso vote probably dependsthe passage of the Silver bill over the
President's expected veto, thinks it very hard
that he should be called upon, just at this
time, and before ho has had time to aooumulate
nnvthincr. In ri>nao a lnan ftf $20,000 which he
effected last winter for the purpose of secariog
the inauguration of President Hayes. Bat bis
creditors arc pressing him. Mr. Wells also
thinks it hard that he and bis oolleagaes of tho
returning board should bo made to suffer for
securing Mr. Hayes* inauguration, while Mr.
Sherman and the visiting statesmen,who assisted

bim, are permitted to dress in fine linen and
live sumptuously.
The Maryland legislature having reported

adversely upon Mr. Montgomery Blair's me
morial for a reopening of the Presidential election

case, that gentleman has determined to
introduce into the House of Delegates of Maryland,of which body he is a member, resolutions
condemning the fraud by which Mr. Hayes was
inaugurated, and rlennnnmnc all who were in- I
strnmental io accomplishing it. Mr. Blair is
the most persistent man of the age, but bis effortsare direoted toward tho attainment of unavailingobjeots, and were it not for the remarkablemanner in which tbe President is
aetiog they would cease to be subjects for
newspaper comments.

The rcadjasters io tbe General Assembly refusedto pass a bill to deorease their pay to
what it was before the war, but Gov. Holliday
requested tbe Legislature to decrease his salary
twenty per oent, and the readiusters granted
his request.
The way in which the bodies of the persons

drowned by the wrcok of the steamer Metropoliswere plundered shows that tbe morality of
wreckers has not improved since the days of
"Walter Scott's Pirate. 1

ALEXANDRE
The man has at last been found who would

not cower befoie the august presence of a hotel
olerk. The remarkable individual is an Englishmannamed Thomas Alexander Hayes Robinson,who arrived in New York yesterday
and ordered bis breakfast at the New York
Hotel. The check for one dollar was presented
to him, which he refused to pay without the
items wero specified. The rules of the house

being $1 for breakfast, no matter what he ate,
- i i . l

were explained to him, but he diu not care lor

the rules, and on the clerk remonstratiog with
him he knocked him down, and has thus becomethe champion iconoclast.

Deputy Collector Tomlinsoo, of the port ot
New Orleans, who resisted tho sheriff io his

attempt to arrest the members of the Louisiana
returning board, ha9 been temporarily roleased,
as his imprisonment while the Oolleotor of tho

port, Mr. Anderson, is in jail, would necessarilyobstruct the business of the Custoo House,

Mr. Belmont has written a letter in reply to

that of Mr. Hendricks, in whioh he not ody
proves that tho latter gentleman is "inconsist
cnt," but that he is not "right." He maintainsthat the passago of the Silver bill will bo
detrimental to every interest and everybody in
the country.
We have aootber instanco of the incomprehensibleabsence of political discretion and ordinary

discernment that characterizes the present

average democraticSouthernCongrcssmen in

the case of Mr. Aikeo.who, yesterday, declared,
on the floor of the House, that ho would vote
to abolish West Point.

Tho March-April number of the North Americanlleview will contain a discussion of the
subject of Eternal Punishment, written by six
of tho most prominent olergymcn in the country,representing as maoy sects.

!8ews ot tbe Day.
Charles M. Conrad died nt Now Orleans

yesterday, aged seventy-three. He was born
in Winchester, Virginia, but was carried by
his father wheo veryyouog to Mississippi, and
thence to Louisiana. He was a Senator in
Congress in 1842 aod 1843. Eleoted to Congressa9 a Representative in 1849, he resigoed
in August, 1850, to assume the Secretaryship
ofWar under Presideut Fillmore. Daring the
civil war he was a brigadier-general in the
Confederate service.
Rev. Henry Ward Bceober in bis sermon

Sunday evening spoke of the late Pope a3

"That dear aod good old man who had just
gone to Hcavon from tho Pontifical chair.
When Pius IX. died," said Mr. Beecher,
"that instant Cod's aDgelsbcre him gently as a

little child in tho arms of its mother into the
presence of his Saviour. It was not beoause
he wa3 Pope, but becauso a new heart had been
given him. The nature of tbe Pope was all
love."
Two murdered infants were found on the

oommons near Washington last Saturday night;
one on the low grounds south of the capitol
was white, and showed a terrible gash severing
its throat, and one side of its bead was bruised
as though an attempt had been made to break
its skull.
A general suspension of coal production in

tbe Schuylkill region commenced yesterday,
and will continue until the 25th instant. This
suspension is in accordance with the agreement
of tbe coal combination, but falls with great
severity upon the miners, who have been
working upon half lime for several weeks past.

Gideon Wells died at Hartford, Good., last
evening, in tbe ReveDty-sixth year of bis age.
lie was the editor of the Hartford Times in
1826, and was Secretary of tho Mavy, through
tbe terms of Presidents Lincoln and Johnson.

Legislative.
In the State Senate yesterday, a resolutionrepealing a resolution approved in

1850 transferring to tho Orange and Alexandriarailroad a claim of Virginia against the
Federal Government for $120,000 was passed.
Mr. Johnson introduced a bill to provide for

tho paymeut of the public debt, aud denied the
statement of the Richmond Whig that he had
olaimed tho authorship of the Brooke bill.

Id the House of Delegates a resolution was

introduced to reduce tho license tax on physiciansand to provide for an additional tax of
ono per centum on every huodred dollars of
professional iacomca over $600.

Bills were reported from committees to
amend tbe Code in relation to (he organization,
government and disoiplino of the penitentiary;
and providing for tho lease of the penitentiary
and tho hiriDg of convict labor.
Tbo Salary Bill was taken up and oonsidered.

The bill fixes tho Balary of the Governor at
$5,000 per annum; olerk $800; Secretary of the
Commonwealth, $2,000; Assistant Clerk,
$1,200; Copying Clerk, $1,040; Auditor,
$3,000; Clerk ot Acoounts, $1,600: two first
clerks, 1280 each; two second clerks, $1,040;
threo third olerks $960 each; two fourth olerks,
$800 eaob; Seoond Auditor. $2,UUU; hrst olerx,
$1280; seoond clerk, $1,040; three third clerks,
$900 each; Treasurer, $2,000; first clerk,
$1,280; second clerk, $1,040; third clerk, $960;
Superintendent of Public Priotine, $1,200;
Judges of the Court of Appeals, $3,000, except
the president of the court whoBe salary shall be
$3 200; Judges of Circuit Courts, $1,600, exoeptthe Judge of the 7th District, whose sal
sry shall be $2,300; County Judges, $280,
and an additional compensaaion of $20 ior
every thousand inhabitants over ten thousand.
The Clerk of the Court of Appeals at Rich

Ujond, $800. and the clerks of said CDurt at
Staunton aDd Wythcville, $400 eaob; the
clerk of the Circuit Court of the city of Rich
mood, $160. The President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the JIouso of Delegates
shall each reocive the sum of seven hundred
and twenty dollars, aod each of the other mem
bers of the General Assembly the sum of three
hundred aod sixty dollar* tor attendance and
strvioes on each regular session of the General
Assembly; aod, on all extra sessions, the Presi
dent ot the SoDate and the Speaker of the
n ' T\-i . -L.ll L : I I
aonse or jceicpates Huau euou rcueivo iuiuu

hundred and sixty dollars, and each of the
other members of the Geocral Assembly the
sum of one hundred aod eighty dollars for attendanceupon tho duties of their respective
hnuce?. Superintendent of the Peniteotiary,
$1,600; first assistant keeper, $720; second,
third, tourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh assistantkeepers eaoh, $640; moreover, each of said
assistant keepers shall be allowed $80 worth of
the manufactures of the penitentiary at the
price fixed by the directors every year. The
General Agent and Storekeeper a commission
of five per oeotum on all sales amounting to
$75.000Jand under, aod on all sales above that
amount a commission of eight per centum,
other than sales made at auction by him.
An amendment, at the Governor's instance,

allowing him no clerical force except that in
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth,was adopted; as also one cutting down
the allowance of $400 for office-rent of the AttorneyGeneral, and requiring the Governor to
furnish that officer with a room in the Capitol,
if possible.
The bill to incorporate tho Virginia, Kentuckyand Ohio K&ilroad Company was passed.
Air. Parr presented petitions of citizens>C

Mount Vernon district, .Fairfax county, for and
aarainet the repeal of the fence law in E&id disv
trict. i

A GAZETTE A1
Letters from Richmond.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette.!
Richmond, February «j, 1878.

Tho session of thd legislature this year is
undoubtedly uopteeedectly dull. The corps ot

newspaper reporters and correspondents have

littTe cbacco to display their energy and enterprise
for news. It is hoped that before the

session i9 over news will brighten up. Richmond
has its full quola of newspaper correspondents,
and I doubt not that there is about as
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much activity among them on a oaiuruay uigui

as can be found within tbo precincts of "newspaperrow," Washington. It is a fact that cannotbs denied that the Northern and Western
press attach more importance to news coming
from the Old Dominion than any other portion
of tho South, and hence they all have representativesin Kiobmond. During tho session of
the Legislature local news is generally cut down
in order to mako way for the sayiogs and tho
few doings of the Legislature. The members
of the local press are also ever on the watch
tower for news. Each one has his own way
of getting it and presenting it to tho public.
Let it be supposed that on a dull day one oiti
zen.perhaps an intimate friend of Gen. Joseph
E. Johnson.had mentioned to another oitizenthe fact that on the night before he had
taken supper with General Johnson, and that
Gen. Johnson had eaten beans for 6upper. This
intelligence would reaoh the newspaper reporter
or correspondent. 0:bcr people would pay no

attention to it. Not so the nowspaper man.

He would revolve in his mind the comments of
the Northero press on this piece ot information.Ho would see tho New York Times out

in four double-leaded columns calling attention
to the significant fact that the great rebel
leader bad eaten beans for supper last night.
What did it portend ? Wby wu9 it that the
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ex Cent'ederato leader ate Deans ar mgnc insteadof in the day time ? Wa9 do significance
to bo attached to this ? When tho houest men

of the North aro asleep this great rebel soldier.forwe admit that be was a man of great
military geoiue.is eating beans by gas light.
The old Union soldiers will understand why it
is significant. It was well known that the
principal diet of the rebel soldiers was poik
and beans. It was weli known that the army
of Northern Virginia, under the ministrations
of Chaplain J. William Jones, would, on the
march, sing that beautiful hymn,

"When I oan read my title olear
To mati&ioosio the skies,"

and would, at sight of tho Northern army and
its coveted array of sutler's wagous, with clear,
pealing voices and wet eyes, conclude the verse,

"I'll fid farewell to pork and beans,
And live on chicken pi

Then the Times would go on to show the
hiddeD plot. Greo. Johnson dieting himself
to get ready for the old wartime fare; the
fact of his beiDg brought forward for Congressbut a pretext to rouse the inflamed
Southern mind. Tiideu was to be io the Presidentialchair, Joseph E. Johnson his Secretaryof War, and then.theUoioo rucoaced.
Such io brief would bo what the reporter's
keen insight would reveal to him. Nor would
ho have to stretch his imagination (o see

telegrams pouring io to him, as from the Tribune,"inform us, regardless of'(xpcnse,wheth-
er Gen. Johnson does not oat exclusively beaos
raised on ibe Texas Pacific route. Whitelaw
Ried;" or, from the Herald, "Spare nothing
to get Dame and history of man who sells Johnsonbean. J. G. Bennet;" or, from the World,
"State fact that trade dollar will not buy the
Johnson beaos. The World," and soon. Now
the way each newspaper man would go aboul
getting this information is the study. W. D.
Cbesterman, of the Dispatch, would call oo

the General at his house, if he could not catch
him oo the street. He would not let the Generalknow what he was after, but would en

engage him in a cyiiec talk, and gradually
lead the General to the point where he would
say beans. No doubt he would begin by asking
the General about the debl; from the debt he
would go to the members of the Legislature;
then be would discuss one particular member,
tak'mg care that that member was a farmer;
then from (he farmer ho would go to I he farm
products; from farm rroduois he would discourseon the mistake Virginians make in confiningthemselves to one staple ; then he would
allude to tho money that is in small things such
as cabbage, onions and beans; then ho would,
with smacking lips and a Confederate soldier'c
smile, dwell on the virtues of a good dish ol
fceaoB; then the General wonld get warmed up
and tell Low he ate beans for supper, and how
long be had been eating beans, and after hall
an hour's conversation the reporter would go

away with all tho information that he wanted,
and the Geoeral would never know bow he
got it. But tho next man that cime aloog
would evoke the General. Just as the Genera!
moves out Mr. Wm. C. Taylor,Sof the State,
would acoost him by slapping: him on the shoulderand takiDg his arm and saying, "Hello
Joe 1" and go od, "What is this I bear about
wrtnr nnfiner henna fnr sunner everv night." The
General would want to know what busiocss it
was of his, and for a time the indefatigable
Taylor would be able to stitch his report togetherbut slowly. But upon explaining the
importance of the occasion he would finally get
a brief statement from the General and would
haul out from his pocket a note book and say,
"Joe, jast write that down for me, will you."
Before he leaves the General will have made a

memorandum.
Ah, ha, what portly gentleman is that whose

eyes twinkle behind a pair of spectacles, and
whose teeth hold a meerschaum pipe, one hand
a walking cane, and the other a lot of loose
scraps of paper; who is he that comes saunteringaloDg, aod whose face brightens as lie sees

General Johnson? That is Georgo Canning
Wilde, of tho Sunday Transcript, ooe of the
brightest and most original writers on the
Virginia press, whose pen can write the most
beautiful pathos, delicate and cutting sarcasm,aod the most side splitting wit. lie
immediately says, "Ha, how are you God
eral, I am glad to see you, aud at the sp.mo
timo staffs his lighted pipe aod papers io his
opeo pocket, and put his walking stick from
his right hand ioto bis left, aod with the uu

employed hand shakes tbo General's warmlv.
He then says, "General, regard me 1" '\Sir V"
the Geooral wilk asks. "Rt juvioate me I" the
smiling Wilde will say. The General still docs
not know the qaestion at issue, because ho does
not understand that Mr. Wilde coins various
brief expressions which mean that he wants to
koowthe latest news. After aekmg the General
to "permeate" him, he will atk him to tell
him what he knows about eating beans at night,
aod as the General begins to talk ho will get
his pipe back io his mouth and begin smoking
and writing at the same time. He will, after
patting tbo General in a thoroughly good hu
mor, leave him. Then look out for beans served
up artistically, and spiced with rioh sayings
savoring strongly of George U. Wilde. These
three gentlemen, all passed the middle age of
life, have, as I have shown, a characteristic
ajatr nf crnttintr nr>n?a Thn nfr.tior rnnnrfpra h*»rf»
would go about the task io regard lo General
Jobdsod eating beans io about the customary
newspaper reporter's way, to which the above
are exceptions. They would storm the Generalat home or on the street, and get lull particulars.It is true they have tbeir characteristicways in some matters, but as there are
five or six more, and your correspondent has
already herewith made a full contribution to
the newspaper history of Virginia, it might
be well to defer further remarks. The newspaperreporter's life is perhaps the most difficultin tbc world, aDd his profession exposes
him to many dangers, including free lunches,
free tickets, and free whiskey in election times.
Under this accumulation of dangers they sometimeseuccomb.
Rev. Mr. Rainsford closes his servioes here

VIRGINIA A
to night, He ha9 been very successful. I do
not mean alone ia drawing immense orowds.but
what is better, his preaohiog baa done much
good, and his worda have touobed more than ,

oDe soul. 1 havo never seen a divine who was J

more thoroughly in earnest than ia Mr; Kain9- <

ford. lie has tho power of riviting the close
attention of bis hearers. His wealth of lan- (

guage ia not ao great as his wealth of ideas. He
baa a wealth of similies which are as beautiful 1

as they are original, although couched in plain,
itnndnmed language. He is indeed a great !
preacher. Suob is the verdiot io Richmond.
No chuicb can hold the people who go to hear
him preach. All denominations, all olasses and
all colors, iu one immense throng, pour into
the ohurcb, until it is so filled that the police
have to close the doors and keep away the
crowd. It is strange that in the jam no lady
has been seriously hurt. Many ladies have
fainted, and some have received bruises, but
no accident of a serious nature has occurred.
Mr. Rainsford has been urged to stop in the
city longer. It is no slight tribute to his power
as a preacher when it is understood that since
he has been preaching here the theatre
and all other amusement halls have been
nearly emptied.
Richmond, Va., Feb. 12..Rev. Mr,Rainsfordclosed his mission here last night, on which

occasion ho preaohed to gentlemen only. The
church was packed to suffocation. The left
gallery was reserved entirely for colored men,
and they were present io full force, Mr. Rainsfordwill be warmly weloomed to Riohmond
whenever he shall see fit to return.
The Senate to-day passed a joint resolution

abrogating the contract entered into in 1S50 by
which the Slate transferred to tho Orange and
Alexandria Railroad an old claim of $100,000
against the Federal government, that corporationfailing to carry out tho conditions of the
contract.
No order was made in tho Circuit Court todayio relation to tho Washington and Ohio

Railroad.
There was a very slim attendance io the

Housa of Delegates to-day. Tho members have
becomo thoroughly fagged out with the discus
sion ot the tax bill. The time was occupied
with the discussion of the bill reducing sala
rics, but nothing farther was reached io it than
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to the Governor. This action was brought
about by tbo rtqaestof tbe Governor himself.
Mr. Echols stated that Gov. Holliday had authorizedhim to say that he, the Governor, was

willing to have his salary cut down in like proportionto that of the other officers of the government.Uponinvestigation it was ascertained that
the Governor's salary was fixed by the constitution,and therefore the General Assembly
could not touch it. The House further lopped

, off the $400 per annum allowed the Attorney
General for office rent, and then proceeded to

attempt to lop off the office of second cleric to
the S<ioretary of tho Commonwealth (Dr. Geo.
W. Bugby) and while engaged in this attempt
adjourned untii to-morrow.

Tbo Barbour Tax Bill.
The following is the text of the tax bill of Mr.

Barbour as passed by the House of Delegates
on Saturday last
A Bill imposing taxes on real and personal
property to meet tho necessary expenses of tbo
government, for public free school purposes,
and to pay the interest on the public debt.
Whereas the condition of tho people of this

Commonwealth is such as to render an increase
of the rate of taxation upon property impracti,cablo, and the General Assembly of Virginia

j conceding that its power to tax the property or

person of tbe citizen must at all times be coDfin'ed within the reasonable limits prescribed by
what, in the judgment of the Geneial Assembly,
is tbe ability of a citizen to pay without ruinous

( damage to his property and business, hereby
. declares that tbe present rate of taxation.to wit:

Fifty cents on every $100 of the assessed value
of property is the utmost limit to which tho
General Assembly should proceed in levying

1 taxes; and whereas tho revenues of tho Coin:monwoalth, with the present rate of taxation
(which is the highest that should be imposed,)
will not enable the Commonwealth to maintain
its governmental organization by paying tho ne

cessary expenses incidontthereto under the most
rigid system of economy ; and to discharge its

1 constitutional obligation to the system of free
schools, ordained by tho fundamental law of this

" ,"1- J . .1 .....4
uommonweann, ana iu pay lu» preseuk imu wi

[ interest on the amount claimed as the principal
! of the public debt; and, 'whereas, the preservationof the State government is absolutely neces1sary, not only for the protection of the person

and property of the citizen of the Common:wealth, but for the preservation of the rights,
> and promotion of the interest of the creditor of
' tho Commonwealth; therefore,

1. Be it enacted b.v the General Assembly,
That on all tracts and lots of land, and the improvementsthereon, not exempt from taxation,
and on all personal property and choses in ac-
tion. and on all loll bridges and ferries, thoro
shall be a tax.first, of twenty-five cents on every
one hundred dollars of the assessed value thorecf,which shall be paid and collected only in
lawful money of the United States for the ex-
elusive purpose of defraying the necessary expensesof maintaining the government of this
Commonwealth, as the said disbursement may
be directed by proper appropriation acts of tho
General Assembly; second, of ten cents on every
$100 of the assessed value thereof for tho public
free school purposes, which shalllbe paid and
collected only in lawful money of the United
States, and shall be paid into the treasury to the
credit of the public free-school fund, and shall
be used for no other purpose whatever; third, of
fifteen cent3 on every $100 of the assessed value
thereof to pay the interest on the public debt.

2. It shall be the duty of the Auditor of PublicAccounts to have prepared as soon as practicablethe necessary books for the commissioners
of the revenue, with sufficient and appropriate
columns for designating and sotting apart the
several taxes hereby levied for the objects and
purposes herein recited.

3 It shall be the duty of the treasurers or
other collecting officers of the counties, cities,
and corporations of the Commonwealth, as soon

as the commisioner3 of tho revenue shall deliver
their books of assessment, to have made out tax
bills, in which shall bo specifioi the amount of
tax lovied for each of the purposes above namod,
and Bhall keep the same separate and distinct
from each other upon the books of their offices.
The said treasurers or other collecting officers
shall, as soon assaid books are delivered to them
and the said tax bills made out, procoed to collectthe same as now roquired by law. and pay
into the treasury the amount so collected by
thom ; which amounts shall be placed to the
credit of accounts which shall be kept by the
troasurer and denominatedfirst, the account
of money paid in aDd disbursed for the purpose
of defraying the expense of maintaining the
government of the Commonwealth ; second, the
account of money paid in and disbursed for the
public free schools ; third, the account of money
p-iid in and disbursed for paying the interest on
tho public debt; and the funds so credited to
those several accounts shall be disbursed for the
several purposes designated for the said accounts
in such manner us may be prescribed by law.

4 The collectors of the public revenue shall
in fiuAj-r TAanont onnfnrm to the rPQUiremeotS Of
section 3 of this act in collecting and remitting
said revenue, and upon a failure thereof shall be
proceeded against in the same mode as is di
rectea against the treasurers or other collecting
officers of the counties or corporations by existinglaws.

5. This act shall be in forco from its passage.

Captain Harrison, who is at the scene of the
wreck of the Metropolis lor the DQrpose of
identifying the bodies of the victims washed
ashored has reported that thejbodies have been
robbed of everything that would have been
useful in the furtherance of his object. The
robbery was, ioeome cases perpetrated by some
of the survivors, but in other oases the offenderswere the negroes and the lower olass of
whites from the mainland, who acted as if
they had a perfect right to all they could lay
their bands on.

Babies ought to be well taken care of, their
system does not allow the slightest neglect. If
your baby suffers from Colic or Bowel Disorders,procure a bottle of Dr. Bull's Baby
Syrup, a simple but always reliable remedy.
Only 25 oeote. 1

DVERTISER.
Foreign News.

THE EASTERN QUESTION.
It is reported that the Saltan has invited the

Russian Graod Duke Nicholas to spend a few
lays in Constantinople.
Safvet and Sadyk Pasha will go to Adrian)ploto cegotiato a treaty of peaoe with Geoarals

Ignatieff and M. NelidofF, formerly AmbassadoraDd First Secretary of the Russian
Embassy at Constantinople, respectively.
Austria has asked for a firman admitting her

fleet to the Dardanelles.
Prince GortschakofF has telegraphed to the

Powers stating that the intelligence that Great
Britain and other Powers had determined to

BCDd ships to Constantinople, for the protection
of their subjects, obliged Russia to consider the
proper means for protecting Christians whose
lives and property might be threatened. For
this purpose the Kusstan tiovernment naa Deen

obliged to contemplate the entry of a portion of
its troops into Constantinople. It is semiofficiallyannounced that orders have been sent
to the Grand Duke Nicholas in accordance
with the determination expressed above. Russiannewspapers generally doubt whether the
protection of British subieots is the sole reasoo
lor seudiog tbo fleet to the Bosphorus. The
Agence Russe declares that facts do not justify
the reasons alleged for sending tbo fleet, as, ao

ording to dispatches from the Prince of Reuss,
dated February 8, the safely of the Christian*
was in no way threatened. All the reports o!
the Russians abusing the armistice are abso
lutely false.
A Constantinople correspondent states thai

tho Turkish Chamber on Saturday by a large
majority deolared Vefik Effendi's Cabinet uu

constitutional.
A correspondent at Beriin says:."The Em

peror William received tho President of thi
Reichstag on Sunday, and it is reported tha
he said:.'The situation is indeed serious, bu
I nevertheless still hope that tho maintenanci
of peace is possible.' "

A correspondent telegraphing from Vienna
says:."It is expected hourly that, a3 a com

promise, tho Porto will admit two men of wa:

of each Power. The Ambassadors at Pera havi
advised the Porte to take this course."
A correspondent at Vienna telegraphs as lol

lows:."it seems that the Russian note relat
iog to the Conference has not been presented
The delay is only explicable on the suppoeitiot
that it is occasioned by the determination o

the British Government to seod the fleet t<

Constantinople. The step was uocxpected,an(
it has produced a rather startling effect, so tha
pending a decision as to tho attitude to assume
Russia may have deemed it advisable to dela;
the delivery of the note."
This correspondent, who, however, is obvi

ously ignorant of Prince Gortschakoff'slast tel
egram to the Powers, says that it seems th
suspioion with which Hogland's step was hrs
regarded soon moderated. According to om

accouot, the Czar has reiterated his assurance
in regard to British interests.
A correspondent at St. Petersburg telegraph:

as follows:."I can state positively that order
have beon sent to the Russian troops to ente
Constantinople. Count Schouvalaff has beei
ordered to explain to Lord Derby that as th<
great Powers havo determined to send the:
fleets to Constantinople, Russia is obliged t
adopt similar measures, but Russia has no in
tention of aggravating the situation."
The London Times says a portion of thi

British fleet will proceed to Constantinople
That is unavoidable after what has occurred
Lord Derby emphasized his statement that thi
other Powers may not consider it necessary t(
avail themselves of firmans for the admissioi
of their fleets, although they had applied fo
them. It is possible, therefore, that the Brit
ish and Russians alone may be preseot at Con
stantinople. Such a position would be one o
the gravest anxiety. Everything may tun
upon the character of the Russian occupation
A mere demonstrative occupation, as that o
Paris iu 1870,ought not to be regarded as alarm
iag, but an occupation in force, with go appa
rent limit in point of time, would throw upoi
our Government a very grave responsibility
The moment is one at which a few hasty word
or a siogle hasty act might precipitate a con
flict. The Government havo laid down ccrtaii
limits beyond which we cannot remain indiffer
ent to the advanco of Russia. If these limit
arc passed il will be their duty to act promptly
and boldly, but it is equally their duty to placi
no hasty construction on acts wbioh may be ca

pablo of two interpretations.
A telegram has been received from St. Pc

tcrsburg stating that the Russians will ente
Constantinople in a peaceable way.

In the British House ot Commoos yesterdaj
afternoon Sir Stafford Northcote, Chancellor o

the Exchequer, said :.4,There is 6ome dela;
io the fleet's going up to Constantinople. Tin
Government cannot enter into details. Nego
tiationsare going on, but the Govomment havi
not ohanged their intention.
Tho report upoo the supplementary vote c

»! J« J:
eix minion pounus was uuupiuu wnuuut u u»vision,as was also a motion that the money b(
raised by the issue of exobequor bonds.
In the House of Lords Lord Derby, Foreigi

Minister, said that the difficulty regarding thi
entry of the fleet would, he believed, soon bi
overoome, and that three other Powers ha(
asked f or firmans permitting their vessels to en

ter Turkish waters.
In oousequence of an urgent order receivec

at the Chatham Dock Yard from tbo Admiral
ty yesterday, the whole force, numbering,4,001
men, will begin working extra hours to completi
vessels in band.

This order has caused some excitement
Snoh an order has not been known since thi
Crimean war. The vessels prpparing for so
at Chatham are tho iron elads Monarch,North
ampton and Penelope, besides several large uq
armed vessels. More hands were ODgagcd yes
terday for all the departments of the Woolwicl
Arsenal and the Portsmouth and Devonpori
dock yards. A regiment which wa3 under or
ders to leave Plymouth for Aldershot has beet
directed to remain at Plymouth and hold itsel!
in readiness for other movements.
London, Feb. 12,.The News of the refasa

by the Porte of a firman for the passage of the
straits by the fleet has eaused a great seosatioi
in tho markets, though the excitement i3 lesi
than it was last week.
This morning's London Times in its leading

editorial article says:."The fleet must go t(
Constantinople tor the protection of Lagland'i
legitimate interests in the city and the straits
There need be no disguise that this is the real
purpose with which our fleot will be sent to thi
Bosphorus, and Lord Derby would have dom
well to have avowed the fact plainly instead o

evading its responsibility by the transparent ex
cuse of affording protection to British subject!
and other persons in tho event of txoitemeo
in the Turkish Capital. It is best to avow thi
simple truth that as we iotc-od to nave a voice
in the settlement of the fature both of Con
6taotinople and the straits, we de.sm it pruden
aod our plain right to assert some hold upot
these importaot positions, Put Ru33ia,beyoDC
qoestion, has not the sligJitcsfcoccasou for an]
further military guarantee, for her own clain
than she already possesses. The Turks ant

Constantinople itself are at her mercy."
The London Post says :."A fatal mistaki

has beeD succeeded by a great humiliation
Lord Derby's career as a minister ought ti
terminate and the Dardanelles ought to bo en

graved as an epitaph on bis political tomb. I
will now become us to speak in e xtrcmoly mod
eratc language until deeds shall justify the re

sumption of that confident tone in which th
England of Lord Palmerston used to rnaiotaii
the cause of law aod order."
The Admiralty have purehased the iron clad

now in London dooks which wore, built for Tar

IS

key, bat prevented from leaviog by the Goverameut'sneutrality declaration.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Italy has replied to the Porte's note, regrettingthe action of the Greeks in crossing iko
frontier and stating that the Italian Governmentwill remonstrato at Athens. Greece proposesthat her troops cootinue to occupy the
territory in their possession until the Congress
decides all questions between Greece and
iarkey.
A Vienna dispatch says that a telegram receivedthere states that the Cardinals, by a vote

of 30 to 16, rejected the idea of reconciliation
with Italy.
About ton grain lirms of 13alfa3t have failed.

There total liabilities are estimated at $1 ODj.Owj.
London, Feb. 12..The four ironclads comprisingthe channel rquadron were directed by

telegraph to proceed immediately to Gibraltar
tor orders on its becoming known that V:cj
Admiral Hornby had been refused permission
to eDter the Dardanelles,
London, Feb. 12..Lord Lofius, British

Ambassador at St. Petersburg, telegraphs to
Lord Derby, Foreign Secretary, as follows:.

"St. Petersburg, Feb. 9..I have received
from Prince Gortsohakoff the following auswvr
to your telegram of the 7th inst., askiog Ku«i-j
to give some explanation about the advance ot
the Russians towards Constantinople, etc. l;i
answer to your Excellency's note respecting the

1 occupation of certain strategical points in tb
' neighborhood of Constantinople by the Russian
' troops in consequence of the armistice, it L

duty to inform you that we arc not yet in po3session of positive information as to the dotals
^ of the armistiee and as to its application. I

should add that the military liae of demarcation
traoed previously to the armistice has bseti

t agreed upon between the Russian and Turkish
3 authorities and is a question which exclusively
' concerns the belligerents."

Virginia Sews.
3 Messrs. Field, Soawell and Forbes, who wore
t employed by the State to investigate the fess ot'
t Gen. Johnson and tho Messrs. Poo, in tho C. &

a lnr»a n*«rtsnn4 n kill lm* ?**fyo aupll f. j ?
B vy. V^atUj liaYU n Will 1V14V.

services, and tho two latter ask for a rouinr r
each of $1,020. The Finance Committee of the

1 House propose to cut down the figures in th
first instance to $720; in the other to $ .50.
In Richmond, yesterday, Mrs. Nownian, fur

J selling liquor without license, was fined $75 an J
sentenced to jail for one month. Her husband'a

. term of three months in jail for the same offence

. expired yesterday.
, A well known and intelligent street preacher,
3 Rev. A. J. Carney, committed suicide by lading
t laudanum, at tbo Central Hotel, York, Pa., o.,

Friday last. Carney stated that he was from
? Loudoun co., Ya.
. Mr. Philip Dandridgo, of Winchester, has

beenjappointed chief engineer cf the consolidated
Baltimore, Hampden and Towsontown 11. It.

7 and the Baltimore and Delta R. K.
Mrs. Lucy ClArkson, a daughter of the late

Ch&ries K. Scott. of Fauquier co., died in Columbia,Mo , a short time since, at an advance!
e ago.

_

1 I Communicated.
g Foit Congress..As one who takes great

pride ic his State, but still greater io his city;
9 as one devoted to her interests, and, who Iodc^
d for her prosperity; as a democrat nod a voter,

3 I hail with uocommoo pleasure the fact that we

3 may have b representative in Congress the next

r time from this city.
3 Her claims cannot ho denied. The gre-it
" trouble heretofore has been too many candi

dates, and too little sympathy animating our
3 people for the success of ao Alexandrian.

We are entitled to a fair share of the honor?
of this district, as we have an cqaitabla prop.),'

3 lion of its burdens, and 1 trast when the tun
3 arrives each one, actuated by a true regard tor
3 the best interests of the city and district, wi!
r use ail proper means to secure the nomination

ofS. C. Neale, esq., whose carao has bceo
" brought forward for tho nomination. Though
' young iD years, he has filled responsible and
3 conspicuous positions,and will fill this post with

dignity, fidelity and ability.
L In the selcciiou of Mr. Neale the district a.
" large wilt secure an able representative aud tin.

C-ity will have tho honor of being heard l y
3 representative of her choosing in tlio Coutu-:!

of the natioD. Let us move on, shoulder \
s shou'der, in this matter, feeling tint it)
" oriog Mr. Neale* wo are giving to our city ..

Q po=itioo she oertaioly deserves, and to our cit
"

zeos, one aod all, (he proud satisfaction that
s an Alcxaodriau has at last attained a posiu cj

7 worthy of her. "Fakil's."
3 Alexandria, February 11, 187S.

; Washington Relics..A petition from t !i
*

great nephews of General Washington wa- presentedin the United States House of Itepn 1

6entatives yesterday, askiog Congress to pu:
* chase from them a number of articles thaton!*-'
1 belonged to the General. Among them ?re
2 An easy chair in which Washington sat a tea'
I minutes before his death, a double brass can
" dlestick by which the farewell address wj

r> written, a field glass and a spyglass, both use i
during the revolution, a ledger kept mostly by
tho General, a robe in which he waschiiitcne i.

3 :i painting, said by his adopted daughter, MiFfeilieCustis, to be one of tho best likeness
3 ever taken, a guitar presented by tho Geoeni
3 to Miss Nellio Custis, several surveys made by
3 him, ono dozen handsome parlor chairs, kniv

and forks, footstools, a bedstead presented t <

Lawrooco Washington by Admiral Vernon an-J
. by Lawrence left to bis brother, the Genera.
1 &o. Twelve thousand dollars is the sum a*k i
' for the relies. The petition was referred to the

I Committee on Appropriations
The Beckham Case..Iq the Court of A|> |

j peals now sittiog at Richmond the cose oi J
a Stearns vs. Beckham, from the Circuit Court [

of Culpeper, was commenced. This case in- I
* volves the title to the property which the late

John Minor Bottsdied possessed of, and whici
1 it is alleged that ho and Mr. Franklin Stearns

purchased from Mr. Beckham (father of J. 'J'.
Beckham of this oity,) at a time when his phv

1 sioal condition rendered him inoapable ol" cot
' tracting for the sale of the same. The ease i".

before the court for the second time. Oj if';
' first heariog the oourt decided that the d;-c:
5 executed by Mr. Beckham for the property,
1 owiog to his condition at that time, was a mil
3 lity, but expressed do opinion as to tho validity

of tho contract of sale, which was cxjcu'cJ
» some time anterior to the executiou of the deed.
} There is a great deal of tcstimooy taken oc> bo.'I:
3 sides, and in tho court below Judnc Win^ficld.

sitting for Judge Shackelford, who was a wit
' ness io the case, held that the sale was a nullity*

a t_

? Shipwreck..The echooner Speedwell, from
t Cadiz, arrived at New York yesterday, wiih l,;
' captain and crew of tho schooner Salii >. it
3 Steelman, from Charleston for Baltimore, w «i*-h
t was abandoned in a sinking condition .lanua;
' 31, in latitude 32° GW longitude 02° 53". tajr

tain Higb6C, of the Steelman, makoi tho ful.o*'
iDg statement: "January 2d, twenty

t southeaet from Hatteras, wo encountered a terr.-'-'*.i lcstinirEeVOOly
i g&ie triim itio uuiiu uuitunuit,

i Hours, during which wo b«t our galls, split <;'U:
} sails, our boat was stove in, and overytiiu.*
j movable was washed from the docks. Wc u-o |
j our last provisions on the morning of the lb* J; J

on the night of the 24th, during a heavy « ;. m

the veesel sprung a leak ; on the -7th three <> J
3 the crew gave out, leaving only four « i n* F
, manage the vessel and pumps, and.wo woroj,r' |

j becoming exhausted; on the 30;h George t-'*'

. man, colored, who lia^ become crazy, aitouu1'' ,

v ed to take the life of Walter Sampsun. but wa*

instantly killed by the latter, who, during in-'

afternoon, ato a portion of his body; on tbeoi»«
r* we were rescued by the schoon Speedwell.
a Court of Appeals of Virginia..LVurui:

Ion v?, Ficklen's cxccutoi; submitted,
a I City of Petersburg vs. Petersburg iiai.'roaJ g

I Company; submitted.


